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4 ntury Relevance of the Assimilatory View in Anna Bhau Sathe's 

Short Story Sapla or The Trap 

Ms. M. B.Ghogare Dr. D. S. Choudhari 
Ramkushna N.ay. Nlama Dist atur Ramkrushna Nagar, Nilanga. Dist atur 

Lava anIs 
he nas a prolific as well as a versatule writer who has Marathi Ballads, Marathi 

ne cause ol the polet.. upheld by the Marnist governments. he wrote a ballad entitled *A Ballad. D,nce). In.velopues. novels and plays to his credit. InlicnceU sOCalist revolution a 
of the 

ogue u lo Lnow how the communist state was. he visited Kussia and wrote a travelo. 

puts ing his jouney from Mumbai to Moscow Ile described hus wonder to see O COnrade (as he p 

n s revoluion and Marx's philosophy had (lourished there. He writes that he was mad alter the idea oe 

. ssia once in his lifetime (Sathe 281). He had a hope that the revolution Would be of great heln to 

eare of the proletariat all over the world. From this perspective. his novels portray the untouchables and 
CavC-nots" as the heroes. This in part contributes to the fact that his novels are widely discussed by the 

riies and the social thinkers. 

es Ough ihe novels of Ana BhauSathe has been the subject of many detailed studies, his short stories 

ve Cscaped attention of the critics. The short stories are seen as of little scope and Signilicance. However 

O Stories olten present some speculative situations which are more pro1ound than the ones we meet in 

s noves. The short stories. being short in their scope. provided the writer with an opportunity to put forward 
ne Issues relaled to the discrimination of the people on the basis of caste. he traditions and the societal 

Customs make the life of the downtrodden or the Dalits unbearable. His literature Is often studied under the 

tile of Dalit Literature. Baburao Bagul has defined Dalit literature as: The established literature of India is 

Hindu literature. But it is Dalit Literature which has the revolutionary power lo accept new science and 

lechnology and bring about a total transformation. Dalit is a name of a total revolution; it is a revolution 

incarnate" (Bagul qtd in Bala 039). Though Dalit literature is related to the principles of negativity, rebellion 

and has revolutionalry aspirations. Anna BhauSathe does not promote the violent protests or the armed 

rebellion to rescue the untouchables from the yoke of unjustly Vedic religion and its outlet in the caste based 

societal order. 
The short stories however, do not put forward a grim situation. They do not just take cathartic jov in 

the expressive outletl to the traumas and the injustices inflicted upon the untouchables. There are some stories 

which also record the battle that the untouchables can wage on the discriminatory caste-system. The 

characters in the stories present the situation of struggle done by the untouchables. The characters are often 
the people who simply ask dignity and self-respect. Veteran Marathi writer P. K. Atre has commented on the 

short stories of Anna Bhau Sathe in the follow ing words: 
If we are to describe Anna Bhau Sathe's short stories in a sentence then it will like this that they are 

the stories of the people struggling for life. These are not the people who would falter and accept defeat. They 
all want to live with dignity and at the same time, they also want to win this battle by protesting ferociously 

with dominating mindset (of the upper castes) (Atre in Upadhye 317). 

His short story Sapla (The Trap) is a noteworthy example of the above observation. The story deals 
with the struggle of the characters to earn a life of self-interest while keeping the social order as it was. The 

real inspiration behind the story, according Bajrang Korde comes from an agitation called by Dr. B. R. 

Ambedkar where he appealed to the lower castes that they should not pull the dead cattle nor should they eat 

the beef (Korde 33). Rupa Vishwanath also cites a similar example of an incident that occurred in Trichopally 

village. Dealits in the village opposed to perform the demeaning services that the upper caste people asked 
them to provide (Vishwanath 329). In this story Anna Bhau Sathe does not offer a utopian social order where 

the caste system has completely collapsed. He does not oppose to the distribution of the work on the basis of 
caste, rather he wants ils low dignity and inhuman treatment on the basis of the work should be eradicated. 

Though he appears to be in line with the ideology which supported the caste-based distribution of work on the 
grounds that in distributed the work and avoid competition and collision of interests, he is more a realist than 
an idealist lle chooses sympathy over rebellion for the rights. His stories., though influenced by the Marvist 
revolution. do not ignite the violent protests. They rather emerge as the lessons in ethics. "More than any othe 
Maratlhi short story writer the ethical concerns lind a forceful outlet in the short stories of Anna Bhausaine. 

By sympathetically identulying with the characters and their lives, Anna Bhau's verbal portraits do imbi 
human values in the minds of the readers. (Upadhye 318)" 

In the aforementioned story, there is a game foiling a trap by putting forward a counter-trap. Ine 

trap is set by the caste-system which lorces the lower caste people to do the undignified work and ti condemns them for doing it. Ii is counter loiled by the untouchables by refusing to do the undignilied tadhe 
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ISSN 2 1496 18x Te 

ables feel entrapped. Tn their turn to counter act. ihey purchase the heath farrm and 
os l ultimately cnds in reconciliatOn betwven the two partie. he tcrm, of therg 

castes. 1 heir denands are sinple nd ol 1any that 1hey be treated ike humans It 

1la The upper castes 

he ath Lnm 

he uppT asles. 

e in the wOrds a o' the character Hariba who works as the mouthpcce olthe author Thu l helomgs 
, Jualdd live like the childrCn of a molher(Salhe S43) Tle also underlne, the need f 
vistence as their lives are inier-dependent. his assimilatory view al once lorgves the 

.eselves the victims oI lhe casle based OC1al order and it also frees the untouc hable, of the 
aletta. The rebellious outbreak lo the njuslices in the past wOuld not be helpful hence, e 

hire ath of appeal1ng 10 bon ne iiives Ol ne society to behave cthically. Ile tries to restore thear se 

ll ll sould 

O0cTafona 

ol propicly 
and sy mpathy. 

with a solution to the problen with cOnsensus and humanitarian concern. Hcre, neither the 
rater ac eem to object for forever to pull the dead cattle. nor the writer They all agree that if treated ness. they will do the same work which they recently saw as undignilied. The story only suggests can be a rebel to demand a good trealment. T he untouchables seem to have reached to a solution to lem but they just pass by it. When the untouchables own the land. they have their upper hand at the hut the writer doesn't stop there. T he untouchables carry their old lives but, presumably. wth some iDoes it mean he suggests a status quo to the situation? He knows the Russian socicty and Christian nd the most powerful Indian Vedic religion. Therefore. lo ask of the complete reshuffling of the ial tasks and the social roles, would be far lo0 ahead of his time. though he would have appreciated it the mOs Now when the Constitution and the Indian democracy has cnsured its citizens the equality of onnortunity, dignity and status, the assimilatory view puts forward a peacelul solution to the conllicts related 

story, though it often walks on the brink oJ Su2gesting a rebellion. does not point to any of it I 

to the social divisions based on the caste-system. 

Works Cited 

Bala. Anju. "Giving Voice to Voiceless: A Study of Dalit Literature. Galaxy Vol 3. Isue-11. Madhuri Bite( Ed.). March 2014. PDF. 
2. Korde, Bajrang, Vilas Gite (Trans.). Bharatiya Sahity ache Ninmate ma Bhan Sathe New Delhi Sahitya Akademi. 2007. Print. 

Sathe, Anna Bhau. Editorial Board. Lokshahir Ima Bhan Sathe. Jumbar Maharashtra Sahity a Sanskruti Mandal. 1998. Print. 
4. Upadhye, Neela. "Jiwanyatri Kathakar Anna Bhau Sathe". Loksbiahir lna Bhau Sathe. Mumbai Maharashtra Sahitya Sanskruti Mandal, 1998. Print. 
5. Vishwanath, Rupa. Pariah Problem Caste, Religion nd the Socul m \ lodern ndia New Y ork. Columbia University Press, 2014. Print. 

www.aiirjournal.com 69 Mob.No. 8999250451 

Impact Factor 5.707 
Peer Reviewed Journal 



{ "type": "Document", "isBackSide": false }


{ "type": "Document", "isBackSide": false }


{ "type": "Document", "isBackSide": false }


{ "type": "Document", "isBackSide": false }

