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. a Bhau Sathe’s
: T o ew in Anna I
The 217" Century Relevance of the Assimilatory Vi

Short Story Sapla or The Trap

DD s, ( K . \\lc. M. B, (:hnz;nr(,
Ramkrushing Noo o, Ramkrushna Nagar, Nilanga 1y, | aty

_—

Nilanea Dist 1 atu

- . a5 Marath Ballads. Marathi
Anna BhauSathe wa g prohific as wellasaver attle writer \\|“‘]l” by the socialist re |” Lavan;
, e dH5UTENVO
(A Marathi oIk Dancey. wavelogues. novels and plays to s credit. Influene ution g

. : »a hallad entitled 1 Ballag
the canse of (he profetarat upheld by the Maist povernments. he wrote allad 1y th

' ' . «d Russia and wrote oy
Salmgrad” Canous 1o Lnow how the communist state Was. he visited ¢ 4 Traveloy,,

deseribing s jommnes from ! ; sscow e described his wond o e ¢ put,
11 cnln',a |c\||»|unuu .1::11 III\I'LT:l:]'Il]l:l:llll(?x(r:/:L had Mourished there. He writes that he was mad «llfcr the ey
Vi il . ad + that the revolution would be of great |

SN Russia once i his lifetime (Sathe 281). He had a hope that T S “Ipto
the welfare of the proletariat all over the world. Trom this perspective. h'_S ”0“‘\ POF ' Xd lL LII] O‘mhahl“‘ > and
the “have-nots™ as the heroes. This in part contributes to the fact that his novels are widely discussed by 4,
crities and the social thinkers. ‘ . o

Fhough the mwlllltlol Anna BhauSathe has been the subject O‘I many detailed SIFI(II.Cs_.‘hIS short store
have escaped attention of the critics. The short stories are secn as of little scope an(ll S|gnl|l)|cancc However
the short stories often present some speculative situations W hich are more proiotlmd than tu. ones we meet iy
s novels. T'he short stories. being short in their scope. provided the writer wnh_ an oppgrtumly to put forw g
the issues related 1o the discrimination of the people on the basis of caste. The t.radmons anq the society)
customs make the life of the downtrodden or the Dalits unbearable. His literature is oftel? studied under the
title of Dalit Literature. Baburao Bagul has defined Dalit literaturev as: “The established literature of India is
Hindu literature. But it is Dalit Literature which has the revolutionary power to HCQGPI pefv science ang
technology and bring about a total transformation. Dalit is a name of a tolql rgvolunon: it IS a revolution
incarnate” (Bagul qtd in Bala 039). Though Dalit literature is related to the prm.uples of negativity, rebellion
and has revolutionalry aspirations. Anna BhauSathe does not promote .the vlollent protests or the armeg
rebellion to rescue the untouchables from the yoke of unjustly Vedic religion and its outlet in the caste base
societal order. .

The short stories however, do not put forward a grim situation. They do not just take cathartic joy in
the expressive outlet to the traumas and the injustices inflicted upon the umquch'ab.les. There are some stories
which also record the battle that the untouchables can wage on the discriminatory caste-system. The
characters in the stories present the situation of struggle done by the lll.]IOLlChL“lblL‘S. The characters are often
the people who simply ask dignity and self-respect. Veteran Marathi writer P. K. Atre has commented on the
short stories of Anna Bhau Sathe in the following words:

If we are to describe Anna Bhau Sathe’s short stories in a sentence then it will like this that they are
the stories of the people struggling for life. These are not the people w ho would falter and accept defeat. They
all want to live with dignity and at the same time, they also want to win this battle by protesting ferociously
with dominating mindset (of the upper castes) (Atre in Upadhye 317).

His short story Sapla (The Trap) is a noteworthy example of the above observation. The story deals
with the struggle of the characters to earn a life of self-interest while keeping the social order as it was. The
real inspiration behind the story, according Bajrang Korde comes from an agitation called by Dr. B. R.
Ambedkar where he appealed to the lower castes that they should not pull the dead cattle nor should they eat
the beef (Korde 33). Rupa Vishwanath also cites a similar example of an incident that occurred in Trichopally
village. Dealits in the village opposed to perform the demeaning services that the upper caste people asked
them to provide (Vishwanath 329). In this story Anna Bhau Sathe does not offer a utopian social order where
the caste system has completely collapsed. He does not oppose to the distribution of the work on the basis of
caste, rather he wants its low dignity and inhuman treatment on the basis of the work should be eradicated.
Ihough he appears to be in line with the ideology which supported the caste-based distribution of work on the
grounds that it distributed the work and avoid competition and collision of interests. he is more a realist than
anidealist e chooses sympathy over rebellion for the rights. His stories. though influenced by the Marxist
revolution. do not |;,rnil‘c the violent protests. They rather emerge as the lessons in ethics. “More than any othel
Marathi short story writer the cthilcul concerns find a forceful outlet in the short stories of Anna BhauSathe.
By sympathetically idenufying with the characters and their lives. Anna Bh
hurnan values i the minds of the readers. (Upadhye 318)”

In the alorementioned story, there is a pame foiling a tr
trap is set by the caste-system which forces the low .
condemns them for doinp it

onder to sce how “comrade™ (as |,

au’s verbal portraits do imbibe

ap by putting forward a counter-trap. The Hint
, er caste people to do the undignified work and then
Itis counter foiled by the untouchables by refusing to do the undienified task.
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e npper castes They counteract (his, trip v

' Al

e ““.:'; ( he untouchables feel entrapped Iy then tury "(!"(“"’"“ill’l"'r""l "'“ her s and Catrle Fean
peath l("'“ appen Castes It ultimately ends ip reconcibiation beyo,, 3 ”"‘ ‘ they purc the L)y ¢ |
cntrdl! : Iy the Tower castes. Then demands ape stmple and o1 gy, .llu 1ld|l|, . he ter l
'htull(.“h o the words of the character Hariba who work e gl lnm.llllln;( ( .v‘( '|’|||' B l . It
conet 0. all ould live like I/I(" childiren of a moth (St ',“,. I,[(') |u‘ authiog 1 )
I H‘\‘u gon and coexistence as their fives are imnter-dependen [ assimil m" o underhing :
- \\\‘hn are themselves the victims of the caste based o) order and |l‘r Hl{r".“: vl once |
UI“H;’II ol vendettas The rebellious outbreak 1o the Mushices 1 qhe pa 1‘-- , IHlJ 1 umlouchab) o
burdt path ol appealing to both the halves of the socicry o b o 'llm ”‘|‘"“"‘l "")l be helptul henee |,

: - ally - He tne

wen il
10054 c

(II propricty and sympathy.

0 '

I he story. though it often walks on the brink of SUZEesting
- ends with @ xollllifm l(? lhp problem with consen.i. and humanitarian concern
o auchables scem 10 .()l‘ilCCl for forever to pll|! the dead cattle. por (e witer They all agree that of 1remn
i Lindness. they will do the same work which they recently saw g llll(‘l_f'llll'lu(l_ I he In;' ll:ll .
at there can be a rchcl to dcmanc! a good treatment. | he untouchables seem 1o haye rea h:'tl"ln \ |
. P,“hlcm but they just p{lss by it. th’r_l the untouchables own the land. they have ther 'llprw ~:‘- hand at the
pustle but the writer doesn’t stop there. The untouchables carry their old hives but pre umably .'n' o
dienity Docs it mean he suggests a.slatus quo to the situation”? He knows, the Russian <ocer "m‘-l”( ilr 1

wiigi«m and the most powerful Indian Vedic religion. Thercfore. 1o ask of the complete | rlmlllu ,‘ |l l‘m-
cocial tasks and the social roles, would be far 100 ahead of his time. though he would have ‘I;»v;‘m | n‘( ‘l( y‘1 :;\
most. Now when the Constitution and the Indian democracy has cnoured s citizens e A*"l"’bh‘l “:
opportunity. dignity and status, the assimilatory view puts forward a peacelul solution to the contlict, refaned
to the social divisions based on the caste-system. | |
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