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1 lntroduction |
. s frastructure plays a crucial role in
sts infras 8 achieving excel|
Ss;‘ L elps in pr oducing sports persons of int g ence in the global arena of
.

pOItS- . tructure is no or
;aeonﬂ- The lack of infrastructural facilitie L at a satisfactory level for a number of
2asons

snt of sports in India. The objectiy £ this article ;
dcvelopm"“ ) ] ¢ of this article is to analyse the present state of sports
infrastructure of the country and propose a possible road map for its dev)elopmcrll)t' sent state of sports
Z‘Mcthod()logy:

A survey (Y study has been designed to collect the required information and materials through
different sOUrces.

. Primary sources
7.Secondary source

In recent years, a phenomenal growth has been observed in Indian sports with the staging of
mega sports events, such as the U-17 FIFA Football World Cup, Commonwealth Games
2010, Hockey World Cup and Cricket World Cup. In the 2016 Rio Summer Olympic Games, India
won a Silver medal in badminton and a Bronze medal in wrestling. P.V. Sindhu, the badminton icon
of the country, became the youngest Indian to win an Olympic medal. India won a total of six medals
in the 2012 London Olympics, including two Silver and four Bronze medals. The success of Sushil
Kumar, AbhinavBindra, Mary Kom, P.V. Sindhu, SainaNehwal, Sakshi Malik and Sania Mirza has
already established the country on the global sports map.

The continued success of JeevMilkha Singh, Arjun Atwal and Jyoti Randhawa has created a
prominent position for India in the disciplil}e of golf. In cricl.cet, India has already emerged as a
superpower due to._ its excellence in sporting and commgrcxal perfom?anccs.. l)cspnc all these
successes; it is pertinent to mention that the status of sports infrastructure in India is yet to r‘c;lch the
desired level. This creates an obstacle in developing a culture of sports in the co_umry.l%l was a
significant year in the history of sports in India 'when thg country organlzed the Asian Ga.n‘\.c.s. for u;‘..
second time. Prior to that, hardly any emphasis was given to sports in the public policies of the
country. . ; e ent and @ arate sector to

Sports are globally identified as a catalyst for ec.onlor(rjuc‘ d:\L:ETL:: ':1::: '\a;cdpair:;:u\;:cmm
be administered in various economies. The sector includes porting s : o'y

. . : ini iliti d sports retail. Manufacturing of sports goods
associated with sports, along with training facilities and SpoKs B - e ther sectors like tounsm
also forms a major part of the sector. As it is closely linked with vanous other S R,

. s a whole impact the global economy significantiy.
real estate and health education, the Sports se(itor o hysical and organizational construction
Sports infrastructure has been defined as “the pn.mar{ P‘[)"[ of vil:w Spgns infrastructure enables
needed to facilitate sport participation. Fr0": a funcuof\tspfizimies syslcnls. goods, and services that
community members to participate in sports - It compnses the international sporting arena. Sports
.e"fﬂblc sports and is vital for any coumryfto cﬁ??ﬁi;gmwes o dlko provides impetus (o the
infrastructure assists in the development of WOTER=F - ulture.

Youth of the nation to actively take up Sports upd {bl:]llklj llnqlr’i'f;,[c l;l._-ars_ it has been acknowledged that
the Curre_nt state of sports infmsm;cm)l;llsni:fm;tmcmrc can stimulate CCO.IlO-“'“i :::utr‘bo‘l;;“::“a

construction and refurbishment o SPO'™ srefore, the development of such infrastructu facilities
whether it involves large facilities of small. Tmn[ di.:l houses approximately 100 sports facihi L(.l
Mgnificant role in urban planning- Currclllly: ~ nucturt‘- [n addition, there are government-owne
fulﬁlling international standards of sports infrastr

oy Email - aadharsocial @ gmail.com.
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college and university grounds, p()n\"“‘lll“'\’ centre’s, sporting facilities and prounds o

local bodics, }Imund\ owned by Resident Welfare Associations, and facilities n-:.):\.w
entities. These facilities are larpely l‘l(‘:"c‘t ted and agnored in terms of utilization xr’i“’ by pr
Also, 2 majority of the Indian sports infrastructure facilities are mainly yeed for ho ‘ "' Maintenanc,
national, state-, and district-level games and competitions only. As 4 resulr, the o« DR INternation,
facihties e

main low and they are financially dependent on the regulatory
and maintenance.

Vate

cupancy
Y Natey o
aut} i

p . WOries )
Ihis also has an adverse effect on sports enthusiats, whe ¢ ' for operation,

ould have mad. -

use of such 1‘_“-i|i(ics..Rt‘t_‘t‘"”_\'. India witnessed massive growth of franchice by ed sporti MMicreny
with 10 leagues existing in the country. Government initiatives like Khelo India h e Mg leagyes

. BE 0 X . " . 41K NSO
potential individuals to take up sports. To sustain this growth momentum in sports, the pired mag,
 CTE 1y Nerd ¢

increase the number of sporting facilitics with world-class infrastructure, which w Il ¢ '
government to achieve its vision of 50 Olympic gold medals soon. As a first step, idcr:(,,fﬁ ble the
consolidation of information on existing sporting facilities need to be undertaken 1o help U" ation
refurbishment. These facilities can then be promoted to ensure better utilization of “2
sporting and training infrastructure by potential sportspersons. ;

Impact of quality sports infrastructure India has the potential to transform itself into ' o
sporting powerhouse with far-reaching impact on health, education and tourism. This woul r;_ . “P:Jl
dedicated approach towards building quality sports infrastructure. Robust sports infr'.l\lnlclm“‘] ;;r.k '
positive impact on not only the development of a sport ecosystem for a country but ‘,i“,.l;, !
community and the economy at large. This section highlights the benefits of sports infrastrucryre ::
terms of development of sports, regeneration of communities and revitalization of economies, Sp(\n‘\
development the state of sports infrastructure within a nation largely determines the state of sports in
that nation. According to the 2006 Sports policy factors leading to international sportine success
(SPLISS) study, nine pillars influence the state of sports within a nation and its success in the olobal
sporting arena, financial support, an integrated approach to policy development, participation in
sports, a talent identification and development system, training facilities, coaching provision and
coach development, international competition, athletic and post-career support, and scientific
research. A close look highlights the critical role sports infrastructure plays, both directly and
indirectly, on participation in sports, training facilities, and international competition.

India’s participation in sports started in 1900 in the Summer Olympics held in Paris where
one athlete Norman Pritchard participated. This led to the establishment of the Indian Olympic
Association which came into existence in 1927 with Sir Dorabji Tata as its first President. Till date,
despite being in international Olympics since 1900, i.e. more than 113 years, the total medals won by
India in Olympics have been 26, out of which I 1are in the field of hockey. In individual events, in last
113 years there has been only 01 gold medal, 05 silver medals and 09 bronze medals taking that tally
to a total of 15. It is also pertinent to mention that the ranking of India in Olympics which was 23 in
1928 at Amsterdam Olympics has gone down to 55 in 2012 London Olympics. India being a country
on the move in all other fields and showing a substantial growth in all economic parameters seems o
be lagging far behind many other developing countries so far as sports are concerned. Even currently,
despite the best efforts of the Sports Authority of India and the Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports.
the country tends to lag in sports in a big way. The first national level institute (o promote sports Wi
established in 1961as Netaji Subhash National Institute which was supposedly the biggest i Asian
the princely city of Patiala. The Government of India established Sports Authority of India (SAD
1984 with 07 Regional Centre’s and 02 sub centre’s, besides a high altitude training centre 10
Himachal Pradesh. 02 national level institutes run by SAI are the Netaji Subhash National !n\mulc of
Sports, Patiala and Laxmibai National College of Physical Education, Thiruvanthapuram. To ‘p’n‘{"f‘;
sports in India, the Govt. of India established the Department of Sports for organizing the {":- / ;”-h
games, which subsequently changed to Department of Youth Affairs & Sports in the year | )h: }‘tr’:;h‘
was also the International Youth Year. It became a fully fledged Ministry in 2000 Imkmgid lui oy
you.th and sports development. The Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports also runs the L“-To u“:c
National University of Physical Education, Gwalior which is endeavouring to provide human n.ncc -
for 'lhe_ development of sports in the country. One of the major reasons for the d!slrmal.pg‘r_fOHPU“hich
India in the international scenario of sports has been the absence of specialized institutes

1
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Persons by providing thlT
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(0] Je 4 platform 10 l‘h.c youth of this country, 5o lht:nmry level
o qupport 15 {uCIlllflleJ and the Indian youth at mass par
wefY jty Grants Commission (UGC), besiges are able 1o

e Sports scientists, by
Sports infrastructure, having

Nanak Dev University beimng the
S }n;udct_lualc 1o provide the optimal
auonal institutes, has still been able
(‘m.ly. _I3 The need of the hour is 1o
ICipation in sports with specialized
excel in international sports. The
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fe o for our budding Sport persons byt 4]
WUty provide a massive human resource 1o
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(his , hem as Centre of Excellence for Dey
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s . :
¢ of involving youth in the task of n tipons oo or-ted during the year 1982:83 with the
ational reconstruction through the media of sports and

objectt” . e (
outh dcvcl(.)pmu}t a}ft |Vl;)le-‘:jﬂﬂd o ha'mcss their energy towards eradication of social evils. 35% of
, population of this Pradesh  consists of youth, which - Aciage? ,
the P clf-development and . need required opportunities for self-
expressions S€ cvelopment anc culturz?l attainment enabling them to assume social and civic
Lsp(Jl“ihfl"'cs' Prior to the creat.xo.nl of d‘fs department, a small cell in the Department of Education
was lookIng :}fxc; lhe’ sports activities. Smce_ thi§ vital aspect of human life could not receive the
required prior ity in the Department of Ed.ucauon, it was felt necessary that a new Department to look
after the actvities of youth and Spon‘s in a proper and scientific way is established. The State of
fimachal Pr8d0§h may not have contributed much in the overall scenario of games and sports in the
country internationally but over the last few years many of its sports persons have given outstanding
.formances in the field of sports. Sports-persons of this State have also won Padamshree and Arjuna
Awards and a few have excelled Lhcmsclf'es individually in various team games. Young players of
(his State have also won !aurels at the National School Games. The Department of Youth Scryiccs &
sports since its creation in 1982-83 h:.iS been contributing its might in raising the standard of games
and sports in the Pradesh. It has cstab}nshed a network of p]aygrounds and' Smdlun.ls.’.lll over the State.
In fact, every year almost 40% of its bu@getary allocations are spent in providing infrastructural
facilities for the up and coming youngsters in vanous games and sports. The Department h..n.s t‘)\‘cl; lh::
yars constructed around 300 playgrounds, stadia and District le.vel. :etadmm:s* ‘undc‘rllxih:.s Mht-n;t'.
\dditionally, through the aegis of the State Sports Council and District Sports councils, 1t provides

financial assistance to all the recognized State level and District level Sports Associations. The S}ulc
Slgg:ts Council also provides funds for the organization of coaching camps and tournaments at various

levels, There are around 22 State Sports Associations recognized by the State Spn(ts (‘.ou_n-g“ll-. l hese
csociation: i aching camps, State Jevel tournaments and sponsor teams for participation in
I\SSOfli{llonS o petit n‘; Concerted efforts need to be made at all levels to achieve results for
[hc'M“ona] i Com'peu'nof It necessary . The State Sports Policy envisages that State (.‘IO\’:.‘H\I‘HCI'H
..x_hlch State Sports POll‘_:Y 1s fe f “Broad-basing” of Sports and “Achieving Excellence in §|:(:u.-s .1:
will pursue (he T4 5 ob_;gc B erels” ctivities, in which the State has potential strength T'f',‘
be Natonal and Internatioas levgls 'Sl:)(:gjs:l!y prom(;ted. Towards this end, Sports and Physical
competitive advantage, need to be V1ZOTOW

UCQUOH WO ve y W ll [he Ed 1 1 r - bl““d h-l\i“g 0[
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senior secondary schools covenng . which fecommEnded the
Ihe Sports Minietry st up Central Advisory Roand for Phyes : :‘*‘4::«-’"{ the revommenadst e
National Policy of Mhiyvecal Daoation and Recrestion aed 4 ”.:.! { srtifcate commwrs m Phyocs
ff’”\’lﬂf the otatue ol [‘H w8 edhan ateeny captlernr e o “‘;" - s t endey e shewe ™ el Dby
Edocation as well xe teate i phiytical education for e of destis i fhe sundied

’ ‘ Sewwts were fo

and Programsme of Physcal |ducation and Se» / rdbpmprebnstorngnn
of Sports v Asian Gamee, an s beox Inquiry Commaties -n.mﬂ«.cwd |-n % ﬂ ’ni;”i » 3 amel
mean to brang /improvernent i the wtandard of Sports The (omemtter rex ormmendes

e Thore swuld he planning on long and short term basi in the field of sports M:’:'j *l':‘ *‘?’:élﬂ on
o There should he central sports institute to produce first rate coaches. As a resait 8 L. vala @

catablnhad in 1961,
o The smportance of physical education teachers thould not be wrdermened
e More sttention should be paid to rural sports
* Better facilities by way of playgrounds are provided educ ational mshiutons o .
MK Kaul and M H. Kapoor Committce were comstituted for 1960 Olympcs wiisch :.vu.aﬂ.i Tor
imternational organization of sports and Physical edocation. The Commumies recommended that
« Physical Education should be considered as a part of pencral education @ schools and \‘nlk'ft'\
e Tducation Institutions should thoroughly organize departments of physcal educanon Ploy fielh
school and colleges should be developed and maintained.
* Outstanding sportsmen in schools and colleges should be provided Scholarshups.
* A network of sports and recreational clubs should be formed all over the country

National fitness corps syllabus for school was framed and made avarlable 1o States for
implementation in the secondary schools of the country. In 1959 Kunsra Comumittes made 2 detaled
survey of the various schemes and recommended measures for effective co-ordimation of dhiferemt
schemes, The Government of India became very senous about the physwcal Ditness of the youth s
1959 National Physical efficiency drive was launched. Dr Deshmulh UGE Comumttee on Physcal
Education (1967) recommended, “The development of Physical Edocation m the umiverubies and
colleges should be given the highest possible prionity and regarded as an essential aod mtecral part of
cducaton and human development.” In 1964-66, Kothan Education Commuesson, i s coport alwo
pave puidelines for improvement of physical education and sports 1n the educational mattutons of the
country,

The National Institutes and University departments also started providing resesrch facilities on
screntific lines. Financial assistance 1o these institutions was hiberally provided wo encourage roseai b
in the areas related to |)!|) sical cdu‘alim & sports. National Policy on Educanion (1986) carmed 2
scpxnl; chapter on‘phyncal education and sports. Article 820 of policy states, Tepuorts and physcal
education ure an !ntcgpl part of learming process and will be included in the evaluation of
performance. A nnnonw@c mfngnmmr for physical education, sports and games will be built mto
education onfice”. One of its policy statements declared that, = Sports amd phyaical edication shomld
be pan l‘: (hr cz;mculum as a Ir:,guludu;tzccl in w::nh and othet wmslar cducational mmtitstsons. A
comprehenuve document on Physical Fducanoan anune of Actu 92 prepar
National Sports Policy. o . S —. e

Appreciation was expressed here for the work being undertaken i cach suh dosciplioe  Hoghey
e e e e ek, s
Jl\t‘lhll'f.\’l\llj)'l \":hmll and € (:Il ’:‘!: 16 Rivo shosdy by SSrlastan M CRSE
clective subject ll.‘idmnl and € leg “ e 'w“h“’ Phywcal

. § ollege level respectively (Hery, I, 1964
1 .Conclusion
Sports infrastructure plays a crucial role in achieving excellomoe in the global srena of sports.
not only helps 1n producing sports penons of intemational reputs. by g
: ) ) pute. but also encourages the young
population of a country to participate in POINg acuvities with the odyective of 4
! . creating a cultunnag of
sports. In India, the standard of SPOCLS Infrastiug tur : . .
reasons. The lack of infrastructural faci € a0t Al a satnsfactory level for a number of
aaliies v one of the mayjor comtrants 1 the process of
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